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Castelló Sud is a territory 
comprised by ten municipalities 
belonging to the Plana Baixa 
region (Castellón). Bursting with 
history, this destination lies in a 
privileged location between the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Serra 
d'Espadà mountain range, 
meaning you don't need to travel 
far in order to enjoy a broad 
range of experiences.
It is the perfect destination for 
sea and land lovers, active 
tourism fanatics and those 
seeking family-friendly activities.

The history of Castelló Sud’s 
villages and towns can be better 
understood by exploring their 
streets and historic centres. Some 
towns, such as Artana and Eslida, 
are distinctly Moorish in their 
names and urban planning, 
whereas others, such as Nules 
and Almenara, were founded from 
scratch following the Christian 
conquest in the 13th century AD.

These municipalities are home to multiple Gothic, 
Baroque and Neo-classical churches, urban chapels 
and ceramic altarpieces, which is testament to the role 
that religion has played in the region over the centuries. 
There are also several hermitages and shrines 
distributed around the area's fields and mountains. 
Castelló Sud is also home to numerous museums on a 
variety of subjects - such as history, ethnology, 
archaeology, mining, medal making and festivals - 
where visitors can learn more about the region's 
illustrious past.

Beyond these villages and towns, a distinct hydraulic 
heritage can be found in the various canals, ponds, 
wash houses, ice houses, bridges and aqueducts. A 
special mention must be made for the drystone 
construction technique used for area's slopes, huts, 
shelters, etc., which was declared Intangible Cultural 
Heritage by UNESCO in 2018.

Visitors who come to Castelló Sud can marvel at three 
different habitats that form part of the same observatory 
network: the coastline, in the area closest to the 
beaches; a marshland, nestled between the sea and the 
mountains; and a forest in the Serra d'Espadà mountain 
range.

The area is home to a huge range of bird species such 
as herons, hoopoes and swifts in the coastal marshes, 
and orioles, wagtails and coal buntings in the mountain 
areas. Owing to this diversity of species, birdwatching is 
a great way to connect to our local landscapes. 
Beginners should consider the self-guided birdwatching 
routes in Nules and Xilxes.
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A past to discover
Owing to its strategic location 
between the sea and the 
mountain, Castelló Sud is the 
region of choice for many 
indigenous and migratory birds. 
Thanks to the diversity of its 
landscapes, it boasts the best 
network of bird watching 
observatories in the Valencian 
Community.

Bird watching
Corners of our memory

The municipalities of Nules, Moncofa, Xilxes, La Llosa 
and Almenara (running from north to south) comprise 
the Mediterranean coastline of Castellón. Its picturesque 
maritime villages and completely flat coastline of 
peaceful and unspoiled beaches make it the perfect place 
to try various water sports. You can also go hiking 
through natural settings that are steeped in history, 
observe numerous species of birds, sample delicious 
Mediterranean gastronomy and marvel at the landscape 
dominated by orange groves.

For visitors looking to find themselves at one with nature 
and enjoy mountainous terrains, we will explore the 
towns of La Vilavella, La Vall d’Uixó, Alfondeguilla, 
Artana and Eslida as we delve deeper into the Serra 
d'Espadà. There are a total of 15,600 hectares of inland 
areas that are renowned for their astonishing landscapes, 
green mountains and contrasting profiles, with gentle 
sloping areas punctuated with steep rocky ravines.

Visitors to these magnificent locations will be able to 
enjoy a peaceful and welcoming natural environment. 
By following the signposted trails, we will arrive at 
mountain peaks such as the Puntal de Nules (544 m 
above sea level), the Penyes Altes in Artana or the Puntal 
de l’Aljub (944 m above sea level) in Eslida: all of which 
offer magnificent views across the entire region, where 
its contrasting topography will become even more 
evident.

Castelló Sud brings together the essence of the 
Mediterranean with a lifestyle marked by long-standing 
traditions and customs. It is the ideal destination for your 
next holiday due to its gorgeous natural surroundings, 
the opportunities it provides for relaxation and 
disconnection and the accessibility of its various villages 
and towns.

From pre-historic times right up until the present day, 
different civilisations have left their mark on the local 
area, shaping the history and determining the evolution 
of our villages and towns. Visitors can learn about the 
different civilisations that have inhabited our territory 
through their material remains; many examples of which 
were discovered in Iberian settlements such as Sant 
Josep (La Vall d’Uixó) or the Roman villa of Benicató 
(Nules).

Of the rich archaeological heritage that is found in 
Castelló Sud, the remains of fortifications are 
particularly noteworthy. These range from the Arab 
castles of La Vilavella, La Vall d’Uixó, Alfondeguilla, 
Artana and Eslida to the coastal defence towers of 
Moncofa and the walled enclosures of Mascarell and 
Almenara.

The legacy of the Battle of Levante, which took place 
between 1938 and 1939 during the Spanish Civil War, is 
also notable. The XYZ Line, built by the republican 
army in the spring of 1938 to halt the advance of 
Franco’s troops towards Valencia, is comprised by 
various trenches, block houses, air raid shelters, 
observatories and military camps, amongst other 
structures. These sites are open to the public, and there is 
also an interpretation centre for these military remains in 
the town of Almenara.

These contrasting landscapes provide optimal conditions 
for hiking, bringing together the green tones of the 
Mediterranean forests with the dry fields (carob, olive, 
fig and almond trees) and orange groves of the lowland 
areas, the reddish hues of the mountains and the 
topography shaped by the blue Mediterranean water.

The system of caves, springs and rivers make water the 
main attraction of the inland part of Castelló Sud, both 
for its mineral and medicinal qualities (Eslida, Artana) 
and for the enjoyment it can bring to visitors. The main 
example of this is the Coves de Sant Josep natural caves 
(La Vall d’Uixó), which is home to Europe’s longest 
navigable underground river.

The inland towns and villages are also great places to go 
mountain biking. The Serra d'Espadà Natural Park has a 
signposted mountain bike route which passes through 
various municipalities via tracks and tertiary roads*. 
There are further trails in Eslida, Algondeguilla and in 
the area surrounding the Penyes Aragoneses (Artana).

* Mountain biking is restricted to the designated trails 
within the Natural Park.

The Marjal de Xilxes marshland is home to both vast 
sandy beaches and multiple unspoiled pebbly beaches, 
making it the perfect place to try your hand at a wide 
range of water sports (such as windsurfing, catamaran 
sailing, swimming and scuba diving). These 
easy-to-access beaches are kept in pristine conditions. 
Many of them, in fact, have received Blue Flag status for 
their services, environmental management and water 
quality.

Many of the roads are also ideal for cycling, such as the 
Serradal-Serratella road. This is one of the oldest 
communication routes anywhere along the Castellón 
coastline, connecting all of the maritime towns and 
villages from Nules to Almenara. The EuroVelo 
Network’s Vía Augusta and Ruta 8 are further examples 
of other cycling-friendly roads.

The inland part of Castelló Sud is 
home to iconic locations that are 
rich in flora and fauna, pierced by 
various routes that will take you to 
different viewpoints, springs, pine 
forests and cork oak groves, such 
as the Penyes Altes in Artana or 
the Castro Castle in Alfondeguilla. 
The altitude of the towns varies 
greatly, with La Vilavella standing 
at just 38 m above sea level and 
Eslida standing at 381 m above 
sea level. The latter is home to the 
Serra d'Espadà Natural Park 
interpretation centre.

Experiences 
by the sea
The natural Mediterranean
The southern stretch of the 
Castelló Sud coastline is home to 
many unspoiled beaches that are 
known around the world for their 
incredible beauty and quality. 
These characteristics, combined 
with the warm climate and an 
unbeatable range of services, 
make this coastline a perfect 
year-round holiday destination. 


